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SUB J : FONMIN AND PM COMMENT ON CHILE COUP 

1. ALL-INDIAN CONGRESS COMMITTEE (AICC) ANNUAL SESSION DIS- 
CUSSION OF FOREIGN POLICY RESOLUTION SEPT 15 INCLUDED DEBATE 
ON OVERTHROW OF ALLENDE. ORIGINAL DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED 
TO AICC OMITTED ANY REFERENCE TO CHILE. SEVERAL MEMBERS 
OBJECTED. FONMIN SWARAN SINGH TOLD AICC HE JOINED IN ABHORING 
OVERTHROW OF DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT OF DR ALLENDE, 
AGREED COUP WAS SETBACK TO DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN THAT PART OF 
WORLD. AND SAID INDIA WAS OPPOSED TO CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT ANY- 
WHERE BY EXTRACONSTITUTIONAL AND MILITARY MEANS. NEVERTHELESS 
HE REFUSED TO AGREE TO INCLUDE REFERENCE TO COUP IN FORMAL 
RESOLUTION ON GROUNDS SOME THINGS BETTER SAID INFORMALLY AND 
THAT INDIA WOULD HAVE TO DEAL WITH NEW CHILEAN GOVERNMENT ON 
BASIS OF ESTABLISHED NORMS AND PRINCIPLES OF COEXISTENCE. 

2. IN PH KANDHI'S SPEECH ON FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
POLICY TO SAME SESSION. HOWEVER, SHE FOCUSED SHARPLY ON CHILE 
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AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO INTERNAL INDIAN SITUATION. MRS GANDHI 
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EXPRESSED GREAT REGRET AT FATE OF DR ALLENDE, NOTING SHE HAD 
WELCOMED EMERGENCE OF HIS GOVERNMENT WITH ITS PLEDGE TO BRING 
ABOUT SOCIAL CHANGE THROUGH PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC MEANS EVEN 
THOUGH ALLENDE WAS MARXIST AND SHE WAS NOT. SHE REBUKED INDIAN 
PRESS FOR REPORTING ALLENDE HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE WHEN, SHE 
SAID, IT WAS CLEAR HE MUST HAVE BEEN KILLED. EVEN "LEFTIST" 

PRESS HAD BEEN "TAKEN IN". SHE SAID IT WAS CLEAR ALLENDE WOULD 
NOT HAVE COMMITTED SUICIDE SINCE CASTRO HAD TOLD HER WHEN HE 
WAS HERE LAST WEEK THAT ALLENDE HAD ONCE SAID TO CASTRO HE 
WOULD FIGHT TO HIS LAST BREATH. (FYI. INDIAN PRESS SEPT 16 
CARRIES STATEMENT BY MRS ALLENDE ACKNOWLEDGING HER HUSBAND 
DID COMMIT SUICIDE.) MRS GANDHI SAID OPPOSITION WITHIN CHILE 
WAS BEING AIDED AND ABETTED BY OUTSIDE FORCES WHICH WERE TAKING 
INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENTS IN THAT COUNTRY. 

3. MRS GANDHI SAID DANGER OF EXTERNAL FORCES AND DOMESTIC 
ELEMENTS COLLUDING TOGETHER WAS COMMON TO ALL DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. SHE SAID SHE KNEW WHICH FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS HAD TAKEN 
AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN THE INIDAN ELECTIONS IN 1971 AND IN THE 
LEADERSHIP TRANSITION IN 1966. SHE OBSERVED THAT IT WAS IN- 
TERESTING TO SEE HOW SECTIONS OF INDIAN PUBLIC OPINION WHICH 

HAD PREVIOUSLY OPPOSED SINO-INDIAN RAPROCHEMENT SUDDENLY 
CHANGED THEIR TUNE AFTER PRESIDENT NIXON S VISIT TO PEKING, 

NOTING THAT SOME PEOPLE APPEARED TO READILY ACCEPT FOREIGN 
ASSESSMENTS. IN THE SAME CONTEXT, SHE THEN COMMENTED THAT SOME 
INDIANS FELT SHE WAS THE BIGGEST MENACE TO INDIA; "THE ONLY 
QUESTION IS HOW FAR THEY WOULD GO IN THEIR BID TO REMOVE ME." 

4. COMMENT: FOCUS OF MRS GANDHI'S ARGUMENT CLEARLY HEARD BY 
ALL PRESENT AND PLAYED IN FRONT PAGE HEADLINES BY VIRTUALLY 
ALL DELHI NEWSPAPERS SEPT 16: "PM WARNS AGAINST DIVISIVE TACTICS 
OF EXTERNAL FORCES", "PM WARNS OF EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE", 

"VESTED INTERESTS MIGHT TAKE CUE FROM CHILE", "PM WARNS OF SUB- 
VERSION DANGER TO INDIAN POLICY". THIS REPRESENTS FIRST TIME 

IN LAST SIX MONTHS THAT PM HAS LASHED OUT ON THEME OF FOREIGN 
SUBVERSION AND FIRST TIME SINCE MAY THAT ISSUE HAS BEEN 
BROACHED IN ANY PROMINENT PUBLIC FORUM BY CONGRESS LEADER. 
TEMPTATION TO TAR DOMESTIC OPPOSITION WITH CHILEAN BRUSH AP- 
PARENTLY TOO GREAT FOR MRS GANDHI TO RESIST AT 
CONGRESS SESSION. 
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5. SWARAN SINGH’S CARE IN SEEING THAT FORMAL AICC RESOLUTION 
DOES NOT CONTAIN SUCH ALLEGATIONS SUGGESTS THAT INDIAN REP AT 
UNSC MEETING SEPT 17 WILL BE GUARDED IN HIS COMMENTS. ALTHOUGH 
HE MAY HOLD OUT POSSIBILITY OF SOME UNNAMED FOREIGN COLLUSION 
WITH CHILEAN COUP LEADERS, IT DOES NOT SEEM LIKELY TO US THAT 
INDIA WILL JOIN IN ANY DIRECT RPT DIRECT CRITICISM OF 
US. WE ARE CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT MRS GANDHI MAY NOW HAVE 
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REOPENED DOOR TO TYPE OF INDIRECT SNIPING AT US WHICH WAS 
PUT UNDER WRAPS LAST SPRING. WE WILL WATCH WITH CARE FOR 
WHAT COMES NEXT. 

SCHNEIDER 
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